The woman who changed the world                       
Wangari was a girl from Kenya who loved nature. She didn’t just like trees, she listened to them. [footnoteRef:1] When she was little, she played under their shade and watched birds build nests in the branches. The trees made her feel safe, like they were guarding her home. [1:  24 black Heroes Who Stood By Their Beliefs and changed the world] 

As she grew up, Wangari saw something sad. People were cutting down trees to build things and make money. The land started to dry up. Rivers shrank. Animals left. And people didn’t have enough food or clean water. Wangari knew this wasn’t right.
She went to school far away and learned about science and plants. When she came back to Kenya, she had a big idea: “What if we plant trees again?”
Some people laughed. Others said, “You’re just a woman. You can’t fix this.” But Wangari didn’t stop. She started planting trees—one by one. Then she asked other women to help. They planted trees in their villages, schools, and farms. It became a movement called the Green Belt Movement.
Wangari didn’t just care about trees. She cared about people. She believed that planting trees could help families, protect the land, and give hope. Even when she was arrested and hurt, she kept going. She said:
“It’s the little things citizens do. That’s what will make the difference.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Wangarĩ Maathai - Wikipedia
] 

In the end, Wangari helped plant over 30 million trees. She won the Nobel Peace Prize—the first African woman to ever win it. But more than that, she showed the world that one person, even someone small, can grow something big.
I am inspired by Wangari’s love for nature
And her passion and commitment to making a difference.  This is one of the reasons why I am always keen to volunteer for community gardening projects in my town. During my summer holidays, I went to Shipley In Bloom and re-planted flowers in the local police station. This made it look very beautiful. Like Wangari Mathai, I want to make a difference in my school, community and whole world. One little step at a time. I would also like to visit Kenya one day. 
